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INTRODUCTION. 
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HOSE who were ac- 
quainted with the cha- 
racer and perſon of the excel- 
| lent Author of the following 
piece, will efteem this ſmall 
tract, which is wrote with all 
that natural ſimplicity with 
which it flowed from the pulpit, 
and dreſſed with no other rheto- 
ric than that which was peculiar 
to his manner of delivery, gran- 
deur and ſolemnity, dis di im- 


preſſed 


4 
preſſed his ſermons on the mind 
of his hearers. And as the 
memory of Dr. Peckwell is ſtill 
dear to his followers, this ſermon 
is with ſubmiſſion dedicated to 
the Congregations at Tottenham 
Court and Weſtminſter Chapels. 
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By their well wiſher 
In the Goſpel, 


February ch, 1789. 
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REVELATIONS, Chap. xii, ver. 2. 


And they overcame him by the Blood of the 
LAM, and the Word of their Teftimony ; 
and they loved not their Lives unto Death, 


HE Buſineſs of the Chriſtian, 
is not that of a Man who is 
learning the. Uſe of his Weapon: 
But as the Man who is ac- 
tually ' engaged in the Field of 
Battle. Terrors without, Fears 
within; and ſurrounded with Foes; 
he muſt either fight or die; and how 
the Warfare within may terminate 
is not a Matter which we may with 
impunity be careleſs about. For 
in ſuch a Situation, the Man is but 
| ſleeping on the Brink of Deſtruc- 
tion. For ” Brethren, the Moments 
which 


n 
which now roll along; almoſt un⸗ a 


unperceived, are hurrying you and 
me on to eternal Happineſs or 
eternal Miſery 


And we are called upon ſo to 
uſe the things temporal, that we 
finally loſe not the things eternal; 
in this Situation we ought to con- 
ſider that nothing more behoves 
us than to be ſolemnized; ever re- 
membering that the midſt of Life 
we are in Death, and we. ſtand in 
J eopardy every hour 


3 85 1 wiſh this golemnity was more 
. implanted in my own Mind, when 
I - ftand up to explain the Word 
of eternal Truth unto you, that 
every thing 1 ſpeak might do Juſtice 
to the Subject, and become me in 
this awful Situation; and I beſeech 
You: alſo to confider yourlelves as 
rational 
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rational Beings; not merely aſſem- 
bled together to ſettle the Bufineſs 
of the Week ? but lay afſide*thoſe 
things that concern this Life, and 
devote your Attention to the Sub- 
ject now before us. Poſſeſſed with 
the ſame Solemnity as when you 
willb e called to hold np your Hand 
at the awful' and tremendous Bar 
of God, when the Archangel' 
Trump ſhall ſound. 


Thus, briefly l I will 
now lead you to conſider the Subject 
as 4 Victory which has been ob- 
tained by many, who where in 
the ſame Situation and the ſame 
_ Difficulties as you ſtand in at this 
o 
That we may reflect with wons 
der, Love, and Gratitude, on that 
Power ud Gvodneſs, which having 
| given 
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given them the Victory, conti- 
nues ſtill the ſame as Yeſterday, 
N and for ever. 


f 


Saint John, in this amr fs, 
he heard a loud Voice from Heaven 
ſaying, Now is come Salvation and . 
Strength, and the Kingdom of our 
God, and Power of his Chriſt, for 
the Accuſer of the | Brethren is 
caſt down, who accuſed them before 
8 and Dux. 


* fromy as if the Church, con- 
templating the Spirits of the Juſt, 
made perfect on the Temptations 
they went through; the Victory 
they won, and they Place where 
they now are; where the Wicked 
ceaſe from troubling; and where 
the Weary are at reſt, they find 
that the whole aroſe from the 
Mercy of the Kingdom of Chriſt: 
115 In 


1 | 
In what Way this Victory was 
applied to them, my text abſolutely 
declares; it was through the Blood 
of the Laus; and ſo far from 
aſcribing any Merit to themſelves, 
whereby they might enn their 
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pel reached their Hearts, "hay were 
not their ow nz ' beirig bought with 
a Price, their , Life they! valued 
not. The glorifying of Gop was 
their whole Joy, although it was 
prejudicial to their preſent Intereſts 
and for which they were called 
to Tacrifice their Lives through the 
Cruelty and Tyraniſm of thoſe: that 
ruled over them; and one of the 
greateſt Trials the Church is called 
to undergo, is the Strhtagems and 
Violence of the” Accſer, Wwe 18 
| ſpoken of; as Night and Day 
continitally aceuſing them; not only 

to cir own Conſciences, but alſo 
| B before 
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before“ Gop there. was ſuch an 
Accuſer in the Days of Abab King 
of Nael, who was à lying Spirit 
in the Mouth of his Prophets, in 
order to perſuade him to go up 
to Ramoth Gilead that he ; might 2 
flain there. 


There was alſo the ſame Accuſer 
in the Days of Job, who ventured 
into the Preſence of the ALMIGHTY, 
in order to inſinuate that Job did 
not ſerve GoD for Hougat: | 


ce Haſt hs not ( ſaith he,) 


« made an Hedge about him, 
c and about all that he hath;“ 


thou haſt bleſſed the Work of his 
Hands, and his ſubſtance is in- 
creaſed; but put now forth thy 
Hand and touch all that he hath, 
and he will curſe thee to thy Face. 

2 


1 
a 
3 
L 
* 
* 
% 
I 
1 
4 
* 
"4 
j 1 
1 
"2 
* 
* 
* 
- 
2 
1 
2 
1 S 
3 
. 1 
29 
= 
) Is 
2 
1 
3 
3 
. 
2 
x 
2 
BZ 
BW - 
=. 
W 
4 4 
_— 
1 
7 - 
„ 


179 
Thus, though the Tempter well 
knows that the Lokp hath ſecur- 
ed all his People, yet he will 
ſhew the Malignancy of his Nature 


by accuſing God to Man; Man to 
God; un Man to Man. | 


He theo all his various ways, in 
order to injure. or hurt the Soul, 
by bringing to Men's Minds the 
Injuries they have received from 
others; and, indeed, however the 
Mind was depraved from the image 
of God by the Fall, there ſtill re- 
Mains this .mark of the Divine 
N ature, that wherever a Perſon 
is offended, he never forgives unleſs 
a proper Recqmpence be made 
from the Perſon ſo offending 3 and 
on the ſlighteſt Occaſi ion, we find 
it is eaſy enough to create Hatred 
between thoſe two Perſons. | 'Tis 
to this End that the Tempter of- 

. B 2 ten 
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ten aims when he recals to a 03 8 
Mind the 'Tranſa&ions that 
paſt. When the Tempter cer 
GOD to Man, it is at a time 
when Man, being conſcious of his 
Iniquity, and having his Sins ſet 
before him, the Accuſer then in” 
ſinuates that God is ſuch an 


angry. Judge, as will never par- 


don Tranſgreſſors. The Mind then 
endeavours to feek ſome. Remedy, 
dy entirely putting away the thoughts 


of God. In this Situation, when 


the Temptations of the Enemy 
are ſo great, and the Feelings of 
the human Heart o frail and 
miſgiven; we are apt to cry, Is 
there, or ever was there any that 
could obtain Victory over this 
potent Enemy; the Word of Truth 
declares, there are are ſome who 


have oyercome him by the Blood 
of the LAMB, 
No 


+ + 4 LL 


CV 


>. £; tbo 


L 
* 
yy. 
* 
3 
* * 
— 
4 
'2 
* 


R 


- 


(9) 


No victory is greater, nor is 
any more profitable for a Man, 
than to obtain the Victory over 
his own Heart: by obtaining this, 
he conquers the Power of Sin; 
after this follows an holy Life, 


which is 8 to eternal Sal- 5 
vation. 1 


But do not miſtake me, this is 
not to be obtained in your own 
Strength, it muſt be through the 


precious attoning Blood of 0 
LAMB, 


Therefore, dies! a Man finds the 
Enemy coming in on his Soul, it 
is not his Buſineſs firſt to attack 
the Enemy, for as to himſelf he 
has neither Might or Strength 
againſt him; but he muſt go to 
CHRIST for Strength to accom- 
pliſh this Victory; and when you 
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(1000 


go for theſe Bleſſings, be careful 
to go in the exact Line of his 
Appointment, and according to the 
Way in which he has promiſed to 
bleſs you; come as poor, wretched, 
and Helpleſs, and deſtitute of every 
thing that might recommend you 
to his Favour; and having no- 
thing to plead but the Promiſe of 
his Protection, and the Mediation 
of his Son; acknowledging that it 
is impoſſible to obtain Victory any 
other Way than by the Blood of 
the LAMB. N 


If you aſk, 0 who are now - 
ſtanding round the Throne, with 
Palms of Conqueſt in their Hands, 
how they obtained that Glory, or 
became Poſſeſſors of that Happineſs; 
They will tel} you, that they ob- 


tained it as much by the Blood. 


of CHRIST, as did a weeping 
Magdalen; 


(n) 


Magdalen; while they who ſtood 
around, thought that he would 
' have nothing to do with her merely 
-becauſe ſhe was a Sinner; but he 
anſwers, that he came in order to 


ſeek and to ſave them that were 
loſt. | 


It is to this Blood, that John 
aſcribes his Salvation, Rev. i. 5. 
& unto him that hath loved us, 
« and waſhed us from our Sins 
„ in his own Blood,” and taking 
it for granted, that when the 
-world ſhould hear of a Saviour, 
who would take Sins upon ' himſelf, 
bear them on his own body, and 
give them Remiſſion from all their 
Guilt; that they would rejoice at 
the News, and accept it with all 
their Hearts. Therefore, when John 
was baniſhed from his Fellow Crea- 
tures into a lowly Ifle, he found 
3% | Bn 
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not believe the Lord FESUS till he 


it his greateſt Happineſs in thoſe 
Moments to let them know of the 


Communion be had with God: 


and tells them, that inſtead of 
their own Merit being the Ground 
of their future happineſs, aſſures 
them that if ever they obtain Victory 

over one Corruption, or one reigning 


evil, that Victory would be totally 


the Reſult of Faith in a Saviour 8 
Blood. | _ | 


When this victory is e to 
the Soul, inſtead of puffing up 
the Mind with vain Conceit, it 
is the moſt humbling Truth that 
can over come to the Mind of 
Man; for this Goſpel places Arabam, 
the Faithful, juſt on the ſame foot- 
ing, with no other Ground of 
Salvation than Thomas, who would 


had thruſt his Hand into his Side. 
It 


6 


It gives no more Hope to jon Ny 
the beloved of the Lord, for Par- 
don, than it does MANASEH, who 
filled the Streets of Jeruſalem 
ea 2 heat wow ©Þ 


But behold ' her the W orld 
hears: of a Salvation ſo permanent, 
ſo efficacious, and ſo free, that it 
ſaves a Thief on the Croſs as well as 
the Believer on his dying Bed, in- 
ſtead of accepting of it as a Gift, 
which the Deity could not exceed, 
they pour Contempt upon a Goſ- 
pel which takes away all human 
Merit, and leaves nothing but 
JESUS's: Blood for a Plea, and is 
neither to be bought with ene 
or Price. 


They * are now in Glory, 
praiſing Him who. .fits on the 


Throne for ever, : aſcribe the Palms 
C they 
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they have, and the Victory they 
won, wholly to the merit of the 
Blood of CHRIST. But ſay ſome, 
this is a dangerous Doctrine in- 
deed? you lead the People to de- 
pend on JESUS for all, and then 
leave them to turn the Grace of 
God into Laſciviouſneſs. Oh, my 
Friends, let me tell you, that when 
the Blood of JESUS is applied to 
a Sinner's Heart, he will be led 
by a Principle of Gratitude, by In- 
clination to do what God in his 
Word commands. If this is the way 
of obtaining Victory, this the man- 
ner of Application to a Sinner's 
Conſcience, I will now ſhew you 
ſome of the leading Truths (of 
their Teſtimony) whergby "theſe 
Worthies overcame the Enemy. 


When a Man is firſt made ſenſible 
of his Guilt, and confcious of his 
| | Demer its 
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Demerit, he his by the Inſti- 
gation of the Accuſer of the 
Brethren, led to ſuppoſe that God 
will never accept his Perſon, or par- 
don his Sin; in this Situation when 
the man is brought low through 
Diſtreſs of Soul, the Word of 
the Teſtimony is, that they who 
come to him, never was nor ever 
will be caſt out. 


When the Struggle between Sin 
and the Spirit grows ſtrong in the 
Man's Breaſt, ſo as to reduce 
him almoſt to Deſpair, the word 
of their Teſtimony to ſuch is, 
that the Elder ſhall ſoon ſerve 
the Younger; that is, the Old Man 
of Sin, that once reigned unto 
Death, fhall finally be ſubdued 
and intirely vanquiſhed . through 
the Grace of CHRIST 


In 


(20 * 
In the midſt. of all the Trials 


* Life and Agonies of Death, when 
Sickneſs aſſails the Body, and 
Poverty ſtands at the Door, and 


ſays to the Man, there i is no bread 


for your Children; the Teſtimony 


then is, he feeds the. Sparrows ; 
- ſhall he not regard his Children, 
when they cry unto him? when 


the lurking Conſumption, or raging 
Fever preys on the Vitals, and 


brings the Man to a mere Ske- 
leton, and he ſtands trembling 
on the Brink of an eternal World; 
the Teſtimony ſays, when Heart 
and Fleſh fails, I will be your 
God and ſupport for ever. 


* * the fickle Wheel of 
Fortune raiſes one and lays another 


low in the Duſt, Riches. take 
Wing and fly away; and, the 
Man who is brought down through 


Poverty, 


(21) 


Poverty, the word ot the 'Teſti- 
mony then is, when thy Father 
or Mother forſake thee the Lord 
will take thee up: Such is the 
glorious Teſtimony of Divine Truth 
for the Support of CHRIST" $ poor 


Piciples. * 24s 


Methinks; a with this view 
of Victory, can now ſay, we have 
no Fear of Death; for we have 
Victory over even Fear itſelf, by 
the Blood of the LAMB. Oh, who 
may not look on Death with Tri- 
umph? who, with ſuch Ability, 
nay” not . pa 


He ikea. all his People by 
his counſel, and receives them to 
his glorious, Victory, through the 
Blood of the LAMB, But my 
Text ſays, as the Fruit of this 
Faith in the Blood of the LAMB, 


they 


* 
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they loved not their Lives unto 


Death. Chriſtians may love their 


Children, it is their Duty, but 
Chrift will not have them be- 


Joved more than himſelf, 


vor that are bleſſed with good 
Health, and every thing temporal 
which your Hearts can deſire, you 
muſt have theſe no longer, if 
you prize it more than Chriſt. 
They loved not their lives for the 
Good of the Goſpel of Chriſt; 
they were willing to ſpend and 
be ſpent; and the Lord declares, 
that he takes ſuch Notice of this 
love to him, that even a Cup of 
cold Water given, for his Sake, 
to one of his poor Diſciples, ſhall 
be rewarded on the great Day of 
his appearing. I will now detain 
you no longer from the Application 
of the — Subject, if the 
. Word 


( 23 ) 
Word of God is true; I have 
delivered my Soul, by dbclaring 
to you the pure and uncorrupted 
Word of eternal Truth; then 
let me aſk you, are you deter- 
mined to reſt on the Strength of 


Ohriſt, that this Victory may be 


imparted to you? Every one that 


comes to God by Chriſt ſhall 


be accepted of him. But the Teſti- 
mony fays, they loved not their 
Lives. Are you willing to part 
with all, even with Life itſelf, for 
his Sake? Methinks I hear ſome 
ſay, « with the Help of Chirſt I 


would look to him for Help.” 


Reſt on. him for Strength, and 
he will ſtrengthen thy Heart. 


This is promiſed to all who are 
in Tribulation, may the Lord, in 
tender compaſſion enable us who 
hear the Teſtimony of his Word, 
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- \ Now to God the Father, God the 
Son, and. God the Holy: Ghoſt, be 
all poſbble. Praiſe, Might, 'Majeſty, 
and Dominion, for ever: aſcribed. 
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